Outdoor Classroom
Project Ideas
Create a Butterfly Garden
A major environmental concern is the
decline of pollinators. This project
would involve planting a garden designed to pro‐
vide habitats to
pollinators in the area and
creating a place for butterflies to puddle. Tasks
would include, project design and gardening. It
would be a wonderful way to discuss the im‐
portance of the
conservation of pollina‐
tors.

Construct a Wetland
Participants would be involved in the overall
construction of a raised wetland area in the
Outdoor Classroom. In the future this wetland
would be used to teach about the importance of
wetland environments and the wildlife that
inhabit them. Tasks would include project design,
construction, and gardening. While working on
the project participants would learn about the
construction of habitats and the plants and
animals that will benefit from this creation.

1

Construct an Animal Track Plot
An animal track plot is an area that is prepared
with natural or artificial substance located in
an area frequented by wildlife. A simple food
plate would be designed and set out to attract
wildlife to the plot so the organisms could be
identified by their tracks. This project can be
as small as 4x4 feet or could be expanded. It
could be as simple as a small area of contained
sand, or more elaborate. Ultimately, an
animal track plot would be a valuable
educational asset to teachers and scout
leaders in the Outdoor Classroom.

Construct an Erosion Control Demo
Plot
This demo plot would pair nicely with the
water quality educational components already
present in the Outdoor Classroom. It would
involve constructing a large board to several
strips of sediment containing various
management practices. Water would be
poured down this board to demonstrate the
eﬀective ways to control erosion during
construction.
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Construct a Bat Box
Bats are underrated pollinators
and
provide
valuable
environmental
services
that
deserve
more
appreciation.
Constructing a bat box would be a
great way to encourage wildlife to
the Outdoor Classroom and keep
unwanted insects away at the
same time, creating habitat for
them would require minimal
planning.

Manage a Compost Bin
Local Boy Scouts have constructed a
compost bin at the Outdoor Classroom.
There is need for someone who can take
on the task of managing the compost bin.
Experience the satisfaction of turning
kitchen and garden waste into rich crumbly
black gold for your plants. Work with fellow
gardeners and share your knowledge and
compost to nurture your own plants and
help everyone thrive.
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Herpetological or Floral Survey of the Area
This project could be completed by
a High School science class to
determine the floristic or
herpetological composition of the
Outdoor Classroom. If the floristic
composition was determined this
would
involve creating plots
and measuring and identifying the
types of plants in that given area.

Construct a Discovery Table
A discovery table would be used
to attract a younger audience to
the Outdoor Classroom. This
table would be constructed so
that children could build with tree
blocks, create nature crafts, or
experience
other
sensory
activities. It would involve
designing and constructing the
wooden table.
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The herpetological survey would
involve the construction and
maintenance of traps to capture
and identify reptiles and
amphibians. This is an excellent
opportunity to introduce ecological
research methods to participants,
and discuss biodiversity of urban
areas.

View of the pavilion and garden of the Outdoor

Install a Weather Station
Installing a weather station would involve
implementing
instruments
such
as:
hygrometers, barometers, thermometers, rain
gages, wind socks. This project would provide
the opportunity to teach about weather
patterns in the outdoor classroom. It would
create a chance for clubs and classes to conduct
semester to year‐long
studies.
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Install a Bee Wall and/or Insect Hotel
This project could be installed by a
local homeowner or a Science class
to encourage ecological diversity
and investigate bee and insect
communities of the Outdoor
Classroom. Solitary bees unlike
honeybees do not create hives and
are less susceptible to hive

Plant a Tree
Build a lasting bond with your
community by planting your own
tree at the Outdoor Classroom.
Native species will thrive with
little help and have a long lasting
impact supporting wildlife and
cleaning the air. Fruiting trees
have the added benefit of
supplying food for harvest as
well.
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collapse. Creating habitat for these
native pollinators and other insects
encourage a complex community
of insects and support our gardens
and help produce bigger and
better harvests. These structures
are easy to install and creates a
opportunity to monitor and
investigate a variety of
insect species.

View of the pavilion and rain garden of the Outdoor

Grow your own Mushrooms
An exciting way to get children interested in
their environment is to involve them in growing
food. Growing mushrooms requires a small
amount of planning and a space for logs to stay
shady for the mushroom mycorrhizae to grow
through the wood. Food grade mushrooms can
be grown and eaten with relative ease and
provides you with an opportunity to be more
involved
with
food production.
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How to Get Started
on Your Project
1. Pick a project
2.Contact Town to discuss project
logistics (contact info for Lori Saal )
3. Complete project application
form for submittal to Stormwater
Advisory Committee (application
included in this brochure)

Contact Information:

4. Upon approval, prepare project
details with staﬀ support

Lori Saal
Stormwater Coordinator

5.Start your project!

11408 MUNICIPAL CENTER DRIVE
FARRAGUT, TN 37934
lsaal@townoﬀarragut.org
865‐966‐7057
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FARRAGUT OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
PROJECT PROPOSAL
Group/Individual/Org Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Are you a:

Individual

Community Group

School Group

Professional Group

Contact Name: ______________________________________ E‐mail: _____________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Planter Beds (# Planter Beds ____)

What kind of space will you need?
Dates the space is needed:

Start Date: _________________

Are you requesting financial support for your project?
If yes, how much?

$100

$200

$300

Other/Open Space

End Date: ___________________________
YES

$400

NO
$500

Other: __________

Project funding requires approval from the Stormwater Advisory Committee. Please note that financial support may not
be readily available for your proposed project and that an application neither guarantees nor implies availability of the
space or funding.
Will you be able to complete this project without financial support from the Town of Farragut?
YES, I have alternative funding options.

NO, I need at least partial funding.

NO, I need full funding.

The following sections should be used to describe your project. Please limit your response to the space provided. You
may include attachments, but they should not exceed 3 pages.
Project Title: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Introduction & Purpose: What are you planning to do? Why do you want to do it? Why is it important? Who is the
audience? What will you/your group gain from completing this project?

Goals & Objectives: List the main goal (big picture) and any specific objectives (tasks) required for successful completion
of this project.

Project Details: List the steps you will take to complete the project from start to finish and who will be involved with
each step, if other than you. Include a tentative timeline for completing each task.

Maintenance Plan: Will this project require maintenance? Short‐term or long‐term? Who will conduct the maintenance?
How much time/effort will be required for successful maintenance? Will supplies be required that are not included in
the details provided above?

Budget: Please provide a generalized budget below. If multiple items are needed to complete a task you may lump them
together under one line item, if appropriate (e.g. “fencing supplies” is fine as opposed to listing each item required to
complete the fence). Please list any in‐kind donations you anticipate as well.

